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Ancient wisdom shattered and rebuilt — where alchemy meets cubist

vision
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CURATORIAL NOTES

The Alchemist depicts Zosimos of Panopolis in his tower, explor‐

ing the transformation of knowledge through fragmented geomet‐

ric  forms.  Part  of  the  Spells  and  Magic  collection,  this  work

examines how ancient wisdom appears when broken into angular

components and reassembled through contemporary perspective.

The  drawing  investigates  the  relationship  between  scholarly

pursuit and visual deconstruction.

Gray tones dominate the composition, creating a monochromatic

foundation  that  emphasizes  structural  relationships  over  color

variation. Black lines define the geometric divisions that fragment

the  alchemist's  form,  while  white  areas  provide  contrast  and

suggest  illumination  within  the  tower  setting.  The  charcoal

medium allows for subtle gradations between light and shadow,

building depth through tonal variation rather than linear perspect‐

ive.  Angular  shapes  intersect  and  overlap,  creating  a  cubist

interpretation of the figure and architectural elements.

The work measures 21.0 × 29.5 cm on paper, positioning it within

Quercy's small-format contemporary drawings. The piece carries

certificate of authenticity number 20221231-0083 and features the

artist's signature on the front. Created in France during 2022, the

drawing  represents  Quercy's  approach  to  historical  subjects

through modern geometric analysis.

WHERE THIS WORK LIVES

PROVENANCE

Origin: Arnaud Quercy, Paris, France, 2022

Series: Myths & Legends

Collection: Spells and Magic

Technique: Charcoal

EXHIBITIONS

Transcendence – World Premiere of Ephemera Arts (2023-10-29 → 2023-11-15,

Koblenzer Kunstverein e.V., Koblenz)

Rencontres au Marché de la Création (2024-04-23 → 2024-12-31, Marché de la

Création – Paris Montparnasse, Paris)

Salon d'art contemporain – Metamorphose, Paris (2024-12-26 → 2025-01-05, Halle

des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Permanent Collection 2025 – Resonance in Form (2025-01-01 → 2025-12-31,

arnaudquercy.art, Paris)

Paris Studio Visit (2025-02-18 → 2025-02-18, Artist's Studio, Paris)

Marché d'Art Contemporain – Seine Port (2025-05-17 → 2025-05-17, MAC Seine-

Port, Seine-Port)

Nuit des Artistes, St Germain-en-Laye, France (2025-05-24 → 2025-05-24, La Nuit

des Artistes, Saint-Germain-en-Laye)

Marché de l'Art de Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 17ème édition – France (2025-06-14

→ 2025-06-14, Marché de l'Art, Saint-Germain-en-Laye)

Salon d'art contemporain – Metamorphose 2025–2026, Paris (2025-12-26 →

2026-01-04, Halle des Blancs Manteaux, Paris)

Art Quam Anima – Pre-opening (2026-01-31 → 2026-02-28, Art Quam Anima, Paris)

Through the Aperture — Research on Harmony (2026-03-09 → 2026-04-30, Art

Quam Anima, Paris)
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https://artquamanima.com/en/catalog/series/myths-legends.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/catalog/collection/spells-and-magic.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/catalog/technique/charcoal.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/transcendence-world-premiere-of-ephemera-arts-iuc.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/rencontres-au-marche-de-la-creation-iv3.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/salon-dart-contemporain-metamorphose-paris-ivn.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/permanent-collection-2025-resonance-in-form-ix6.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/paris-studio-visit-iw0.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/marche-dart-contemporain-seine-port-iwa.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/nuit-des-artistes-st-germain-en-laye-france-iwk.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2025/12/marche-de-lart-de-saint-germain-en-laye-17eme-edition-france-iwu.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/exhibitions/2026/02/salon-dart-contemporain-metamorphose-20252026-paris-1kc8.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/exhibitions/2026/02/art-quam-anima-pre-opening-1kbw.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/exhibitions/2026/03/through-the-aperture-research-on-harmony-1zo5.html


OTHER WORKS IN THIS SERIES

Les Portes de l'Olympe - Essais Fractals

Fairy

Alchemy

Noppera - bo - The Mujina of the Akasaka Road

The Alchemist - Variations on Zosimos of panopolis theme

The myth of Kyrnos

The Centaur of Pompeii

Psyche Unveiled

The alchemist

The Dance of the Siblings - The Dualism of Apollo and Artemis

Archimedes, the owl

GRIMOIRE

DOCUMENTED AT

Catalogue Raisonné — The Alchemist — The Alchemist — Cubist Portrait —

Arnaud Quercy (2022)

Nanopublication — The Alchemist — Physical Specifications

Nanopublication — The Alchemist — Digital Image Documentation -

aqc0413_img_full_1536x2048_webp

THEMATIC ELEMENTS

cubist portrait charcoal drawing Zosimos of Panopolis geometric

fragmentation Spells and Magic collection contemporary drawing

monochromatic composition angular forms

THE ARTIST

Arnaud Quercy

Arnaud Quercy is a Parisian artist working across painting,

music, and sculpture. His practice is grounded in Idea‐

morphism — the principle that a work of art does not carry

meaning, but triggers it. Each piece is engineered to diffract

differently through each person who encounters it.

FROM SPELLS AND MAGIC

The Alchemist - Variations on Zosimos of panopolis theme Charcoal on

Paper, 21.0×29.5cm : https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/the-

alchemist-variations-on-zosimos-of-panopolis-theme_4pm.html

Sir Galahad Charcoal on Paper, 21.0×28.5cm : https://artquamanima.com/en/

artworks/2022/01/sir-galahad_4w8.html

Bertram Charcoal on Paper, 21.0×28.5cm : https://artquamanima.com/en/

artworks/2022/01/bertram_504.html

The Dragon Breeder Charcoal on Paper, 21.0×29.5cm : https://

artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2022/01/the-dragon-breeder_4fi.html

View Complete Collection: https://artquamanima.com/en/catalog/collection/

spells-and-magic.html

© Arnaud Quercy / ADAGP, Paris, 2022. All rights reserved. Request authorization

ISSN: [pending — Library of Congress]

© 2022 Arnaud Quercy

Published by Art Quam Anima Publishing New York,

an imprint of AQA PUBLISHING LLC

c/o Northwest Registered Agent, 418 Broadway Ste N

Albany, NY 12207, USA

+1 917-764-5470

publishing.artquamanima.com

Last updated: 2026-06-02

Persistent URI: https://publishing.artquamanima.com/en/catalogs/2022/01/the-

alchemist-4ou.pdf

Artwork Notices — Art Quam Anima AQC0413 · NTC-000027

2

https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0094.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0164.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0175.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0336.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0415.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0477.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0478.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0484.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0485.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0506.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0514.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0571.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0413.html
https://arnaudquercy.art/en/catalogue-raisonne/AQC0413.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0413-physical-specifications.html
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