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Ab Major — Series — 16 works
Arnaud Quercy

Ab Major is a series of 16 paintings by Arnaud Quercy, created between 2023 and 2025 in acrylic on canvas, acrylic

on linen canvas, acrylic on paper, acrylic on wood panel and watercolor on paper. Formats range from 10×15 cm to

114×146 cm. 13 works are held in private collections (Koblenz, Germany, Mexico City, Mexico, Boulogne-Billan‐

court, France, Paris, France, Maisons-Alfort, France, Faenza, Italy, St Charles, USA, Boston, USA, Boulder, USA). 3

remain available for acquisition at Art Quam Anima, 28 rue du Dragon, Paris. Works presented at: Transcendence –

World  Premiere  of  Ephemera  Arts,  Rencontres  au  Marché  de  la  Création  and  Salon  d'art  contemporain  –

Metamorphose, Paris and 8 more.

Ab Major carries four flats and a reputation for lyrical repose. Schubert turned to it for the slow movement of his

last piano sonata, D. 960 — a key that settles the listener into a stillness that is not empty but full of attention. The

triad — Ab, C, Eb — spans a major third and a perfect fifth, the same architecture as every major chord, but in this

enharmonic neighborhood the intervals breathe differently. Ab Major is the key of quiet weight, of gravity that does

not press.

Through chromesthesia, the chord produces a striking palette: blue at the root, red at the third, blue-violet at the

fifth. Two cool tones frame a single warm center — C's red seated between the blue of Ab and the violet of Eb, a

heart beating inside a cool surround. Register shifts the colors predictably: Ab below the third octave darkens to‐

ward black, C above the sixth octave fades to near-white, and in the mid-range the three hues hold their full satura‐

tion. A recurring non-chord tone, D, appears as an orange accent across many of the studies — a warm visitor from

outside the key, threading through the cool architecture.

Arnaud Quercy explores this tension between warmth and cold across sixteen études, painted between 2023 and

2025 in acrylic and watercolor — on paper, on wood panel, on linen canvas. The formats range from small studies at

10×15 cm to a large-scale work at 114×146 cm. The series divides roughly between slow and fast: nine études

marked Lent, five Animé, one Modéré, with dynamics hovering at mp and p — the loudest reaching only mf. All but

one are played legato, the notes flowing into one another. Bell contours and ascending lines dominate, with several

inverted bells and descending waltzes in triple time. The note count ranges from three to nine. The orange D ap‐

pears in ten of the sixteen works, making the non-chord tone nearly as characteristic of the series as the triad itself.

Three works mark the poles. Variation 6 — the largest canvas, 114×146 cm on linen — packs nine notes into a

quiet, animated ascent from sub-bass to treble, every register claimed, the palette running its full range from near-

black to near-white. At the opposite extreme, Reflexions 3 reduces the chord to three notes — a lone Ab2 in the

bass, with D4 and D5 above, both outside the chord entirely. The artist describes it as "a triad defined not by what it

contains but by what it withholds." And Variation 10 introduces a semitone clash between Eb4 and E4 that no other

study carries — three visitors crowding the chord tones, the harmony at its least settled, the palette restless with

"warm intrusions crowding the cool chord tones."

Across the series, the canvases share a family resemblance: blue-black weight in the bass, the red of C burning

somewhere in the middle registers, and blue-violet threading between them wherever the fifth appears. When D

enters, its orange glow warms the upper canvas — sometimes a brief flicker, sometimes claiming the widest field of

any color present. Several études omit the fifth entirely, reducing the palette to a dialogue between blue and red.

Others omit the third, and the canvas turns to ice — all blue, all violet, the orange visitor the sole warm presence.

The visual rhythm across the collection is one of controlled oscillation: cool dominance, warm interruption, cool re‐

turn.

Ab Major reveals itself slowly in this series. The chord's essential character — that single red note warming a blue

field — becomes more legible with each variation, each reduction, each rearrangement of the same three tones.

Three-quarters of these works have found homes in collections from Paris to Boston, from Mexico City to Faenza —

the key of lyrical repose travelling quietly outward, its cool warmth carried far from the studio where it was first

heard as color.
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WORKS

Ab Major - Reflexions 3
Watercolor on Paper
30.0×42.0 cm · 2023-01-01

Sold — Koblenz, Germany
AQC0437

Ab Major - Research on Harmony
Acrylic on Paper
16.0×21.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — USA
AQC0606

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 1
Acrylic on Canvas
40.0×50.0 cm · 2024-06-02

Available
AQC0608

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 2
Acrylic on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Mexico City, Mexico
AQC0642

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 3
Acrylic on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Boulogne-Billancourt, France
AQC0643

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 4
Acrylic on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Paris, France
AQC0644

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 5
Acrylic on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Maisons-Alfort, France
AQC0645

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 6
Acrylic on Linen Canvas
114.0×146.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0661

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 7
Watercolor on Paper
12.0×16.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Paris, France
AQC0662
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https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/ab-major-reflexions-3_4y6.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony_6rw.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/06/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-1_6so.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-2_75w.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-3_76a.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-4_76o.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-5_772.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-6_7da.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-7_7do.html


Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 8
Watercolor on Paper
12.0×16.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Faenza, Italy
AQC0663

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 9
Acrylic on Linen Canvas
81.0×100.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — St Charles, USA
AQC0690

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 10
Acrylic on Wood Panel
15.0×21.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Paris, France
AQC0789

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variation 11
Watercolor on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2025-01-01

Sold — Boston, USA
AQC0846

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variations 12
Acrylic on Paper
10.5×15.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Sold — Germany
AQC0886

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variations 13
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×30.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Available
AQC0927

Ab Major - Research on Harmony - Variations 14
Acrylic on Paper
12.0×18.0 cm · 2025-12-31

Sold — Boulder, USA
AQC0939

RELATED PUBLICATIONS (52)

Aqc0437 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0437_Img_Full_1536X703_Webp AQC0437

Aqc0437 Physical Specifications AQC0437

Aqc0437 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0437 AQC0437

Aqc0606 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0606_Img_Full_2711X3615_Webp AQC0606

Aqc0606 Physical Specifications AQC0606

Aqc0606 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0606 AQC0606

Aqc0608 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0608_Img_Full_2598X3248_Webp AQC0608

Aqc0608 Physical Specifications AQC0608

Aqc0608 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0608 AQC0608

Aqc0608 Chromesthetic Translation Of The Ab Major Triad AQC0608

Aqc0608 Spread Voicing As Spatial Composition AQC0608
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https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-8_7e2.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-9_7ok.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-10_8r2.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/01/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variation-11_9d8.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variations-12_i5a.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variations-13_ijq.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/12/ab-major-research-on-harmony-variations-14_1i2b.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0437-digital-image-documentation-aqc0437_img_full_1536x703_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0437-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0437-computational-image-analysis-aqc0437.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0606-digital-image-documentation-aqc0606_img_full_2711x3615_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0606-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0606-computational-image-analysis-aqc0606.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0608-digital-image-documentation-aqc0608_img_full_2598x3248_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0608-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0608-computational-image-analysis-aqc0608.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0608-chromesthetic-translation-of-the-ab-major-triad.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0608-spread-voicing-as-spatial-composition.pdf


Aqc0642 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0642_Img_Full_2096X3144_Webp AQC0642

Aqc0642 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0642 AQC0642

Physical Specifications AQC0642

Aqc0643 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0643_Img_Full_2103X3155_Webp AQC0643

Aqc0643 Physical Specifications AQC0643

Aqc0643 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0643 AQC0643

Aqc0644 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0644_Img_Full_1687X2530_Webp AQC0644

Aqc0644 Physical Specifications AQC0644

Aqc0644 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0644 AQC0644

Aqc0645 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0645_Img_Full_1907X2860_Webp AQC0645

Aqc0645 Physical Specifications AQC0645

Aqc0645 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0645 AQC0645

Aqc0661 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0661_Img_Full_1919X2560_Webp AQC0661

Aqc0661 Physical Specifications AQC0661

Aqc0661 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0661 AQC0661

Aqc0662 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0662_Img_Full_2237X2983_Webp AQC0662

Aqc0662 Physical Specifications AQC0662

Aqc0662 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0662 AQC0662

Aqc0663 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0663_Img_Full_2265X3020_Webp AQC0663

Aqc0663 Physical Specifications AQC0663

Aqc0663 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0663 AQC0663

Aqc0690 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0690_Img_Full_2093X2617_Webp AQC0690

Aqc0690 Physical Specifications AQC0690

Aqc0690 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0690 AQC0690

Aqc0789 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0789_Img_Full_2294X3440_Webp AQC0789

Aqc0789 Physical Specifications AQC0789

Aqc0789 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0789 AQC0789

Aqc0846 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0846_Img_Full_2259X3012_Webp AQC0846

Aqc0846 Physical Specifications AQC0846

Aqc0846 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0846 AQC0846

Aqc0886 Physical Specifications AQC0886

Aqc0886 First Inversion And Spread Voicing Ab Major C Bass Aqc0886 AQC0886

Computational Image Analysis - AQC0886 AQC0886

Digital Image Documentation - aqc0886_img_full_1877x2815_webp AQC0886

Aqc0927 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0927_Img_Full_1932X2898_Webp AQC0927

Aqc0927 Physical Specifications AQC0927

Aqc0927 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0927 AQC0927

Aqc0939 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0939_Img_Full_1978X2770_Webp AQC0939

Chromesthetic Translation of Bb Minor Triad AQC0939

Computational Image Analysis - AQC0939 AQC0939

Physical Specifications AQC0939
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https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0642-digital-image-documentation-aqc0642_img_full_2096x3144_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0642-computational-image-analysis-aqc0642.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0642-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0643-digital-image-documentation-aqc0643_img_full_2103x3155_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0643-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0643-computational-image-analysis-aqc0643.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0644-digital-image-documentation-aqc0644_img_full_1687x2530_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0644-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0644-computational-image-analysis-aqc0644.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0645-digital-image-documentation-aqc0645_img_full_1907x2860_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0645-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0645-computational-image-analysis-aqc0645.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0661-digital-image-documentation-aqc0661_img_full_1919x2560_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0661-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0661-computational-image-analysis-aqc0661.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0662-digital-image-documentation-aqc0662_img_full_2237x2983_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0662-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0662-computational-image-analysis-aqc0662.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0663-digital-image-documentation-aqc0663_img_full_2265x3020_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0663-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0663-computational-image-analysis-aqc0663.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0690-digital-image-documentation-aqc0690_img_full_2093x2617_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0690-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0690-computational-image-analysis-aqc0690.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0789-digital-image-documentation-aqc0789_img_full_2294x3440_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0789-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0789-computational-image-analysis-aqc0789.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0846-digital-image-documentation-aqc0846_img_full_2259x3012_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0846-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0846-computational-image-analysis-aqc0846.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0886-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/03/AQC0886-first-inversion-and-spread-voicing-ab-major-c-bass-aqc0886.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0886-computational-image-analysis-aqc0886.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0886-digital-image-documentation-aqc0886_img_full_1877x2815_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0927-digital-image-documentation-aqc0927_img_full_1932x2898_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0927-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0927-computational-image-analysis-aqc0927.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0939-digital-image-documentation-aqc0939_img_full_1978x2770_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/01/AQC0939-chromesthetic-translation-of-bb-minor-triad.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0939-computational-image-analysis-aqc0939.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/01/AQC0939-physical-specifications.pdf
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