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Bb minor — Series — 16 works
Arnaud Quercy

Bb minor is a series of 16 paintings by Arnaud Quercy, created between 2024 and 2025 in acrylic on canvas, acrylic

on linen canvas, acrylic on paper, acrylic on wood panel and watercolor on paper. Formats range from 10×15 cm to

73×92 cm. 6 works are held in private collections (London, UK, Australia,  Mexico City, Mexico, Saint-Macaire,

France, Brazil). 9 remain available for acquisition at Art Quam Anima, 28 rue du Dragon, Paris. Works presented at:

Rencontres au Marché de la Création, Salon d'art contemporain – Metamorphose, Paris and Permanent Collection

2025 – Resonance in Form and 7 more.

B-flat minor carries five flats and centuries of gravity. It is the key of Chopin’s Funeral March, the slow movement of

Rachmaninoff’s Second Piano Concerto — a tonality that Western harmony has long associated with solemnity,

weight, and inward darkness. The triad is built from Bb, Db, and F: root, minor third, and perfect fifth, three tones

that sit low and close together, the intervals compact, the mood unmistakably somber.

Through chromesthesia, these three tones translate into an almost entirely cool palette. Bb produces violet — dark

and muted in the low registers, graying as it rises through the middle octaves. Db, the minor third, yields blue-

green: saturated teal in the midrange, brightening toward silver and near-white as it climbs. F, the fifth, carries red-

violet, the only tone that introduces a faint warmth. Together they produce a palette of shadow and cool depth,

where darkness is not absence but presence — violet layered upon violet, blue-green threading between.

Sixteen études explore this compressed, cool territory — one of the largest minor-key series in the Synesthetic Ex‐

plorations collection. The dominant character is quiet and legato: most works move at Animé tempo in piano or

mezzo-piano, with a handful of slower Lent studies offering a more contemplative pace. The series divides roughly

between common time and triple time, the waltzes tending toward ascending contours while the four-beat works fa‐

vor the inverted-bell shape that dips into the bass before returning. Density ranges dramatically, from five-note dis‐

tillations to an eleven-note phrase spanning six octaves. Non-chord tones — orange from D, red-orange from G, yel‐

low-orange from A — appear frequently as warm intrusions in an otherwise cool field, their presence a recurring

tension the series never fully resolves.

Variation 3 is the largest format in the series: acrylic on linen canvas at 73 by 92 centimeters. It is also the sparsest

— five isolated notes, the triad half-stated before the phrase wanders upward into foreign warmth that, as the artist

writes, "the chord never asked for." At the opposite extreme, Variation 12 packs eleven notes across six octaves in

an ascending waltz, the full triad deployed through nearly every available register — "the series’ most expansive

statement." Between these poles, Variation 14 stands apart as the only work marked mezzo-forte, its ten notes

filling the canvas with a declarative weight the series’ habitual quiet does not permit.

Viewed together, the sixteen paintings form a corridor of violet and blue-green. Dark near-black anchors the lower

registers in most works; muted gray-violet occupies the middle ground; blue-green appears as accent or field de‐

pending on how prominently Db figures in each phrase. Where non-chord tones enter — and they enter often — red-

orange and orange cut warm bands across the cool surround, small fires in a cold architecture. The rare moments

of saturated color stand out sharply: Variation 11 reveals what the root’s violet looks like freed from shadow, vivid

and full in the upper-middle register, while Variation 13 pushes the palette to its coolest extreme, the entire canvas

a study in cold luminosity.

Quercy returns sixteen times to the same three tones and finds, in that discipline, a surprising range of expression.

The opening étude withholds the fifth entirely, declaring the key through root and third alone; the closing study re‐

stores it, the triad finally complete. Between first and last, the series moves through monochrome violet fields,

warm red-orange intrusions, registral gaps wide enough to feel like silence, and ascending waltzes that fill every

available octave. These works have found their way into collections from London to Mexico City, from France to

Brazil — Bb minor’s cool gravity traveling farther than its compact register might suggest.
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WORKS

Bb minor - Research on Harmony
Acrylic on Canvas
30.0×40.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — London, UK
AQC0612

Bb minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 1
Acrylic on Paper
16.0×21.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Australia
AQC0613

Bb minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 2
Acrylic on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Mexico City, Mexico
AQC0650

Bb minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 3
Acrylic on Linen Canvas
73.0×92.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0695

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 4
Acrylic on Wood Panel
30.0×42.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0713

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 5
Acrylic on Wood Panel
30.0×40.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0714

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 6
Acrylic on Wood Panel
30.0×40.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0715

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 7
Acrylic on Wood Panel
30.0×40.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0716

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 8
Acrylic on Wood Panel
30.0×40.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0717
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https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony_6u8.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-1_6um.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-2_790.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-3_7qi.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-4_7xi.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-5_7xw.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-6_7ya.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-7_7yo.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-8_7z2.html


Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 9
Acrylic on Wood Panel
15.0×21.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — France
AQC0769

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 10
Acrylic on Wood Panel
15.0×21.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0770

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 11
Watercolor on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2025-01-01

Sold — Saint-Macaire, France
AQC0850

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 9
Acrylic on Paper
10.5×15.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Available
AQC0889

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 10
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×21.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Available
AQC0917

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 11
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×30.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Not for sale
AQC0930

Bb Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 12
Acrylic on Paper
12.0×18.0 cm · 2025-12-31

Sold — Brazil
AQC0932

RELATED PUBLICATIONS (52)

Aqc0612 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0612_Img_Full_1885X2591_Webp AQC0612
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Aqc0612 Compositional Weight Of The Minor Third AQC0612

Aqc0613 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0613_Img_Full_2636X3515_Webp AQC0613

Aqc0613 Physical Specifications AQC0613

Aqc0613 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0613 AQC0613
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Aqc0650 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0650 AQC0650
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https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-9_8ja.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-10_8jo.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/01/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-11_9es.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-9_i6d.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-10_ig4.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-11_ikt.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/12/bb-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-12_1hxu.html
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0612-digital-image-documentation-aqc0612_img_full_1885x2591_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0612-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0612-computational-image-analysis-aqc0612.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0612-systematic-exploration-of-bb-minor-harmonic-tensions.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0612-compositional-weight-of-the-minor-third.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0613-digital-image-documentation-aqc0613_img_full_2636x3515_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0613-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0613-computational-image-analysis-aqc0613.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0650-digital-image-documentation-aqc0650_img_full_1757x2636_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0650-computational-image-analysis-aqc0650.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0650-physical-specifications.pdf


Aqc0695 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0695_Img_Full_2766X3458_Webp AQC0695

Aqc0695 Physical Specifications AQC0695

Aqc0695 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0695 AQC0695

Aqc0713 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0713_Img_Full_3024X4032_Webp AQC0713

Aqc0713 Physical Specifications AQC0713

Aqc0713 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0713 AQC0713

Aqc0714 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0714_Img_Full_3024X4032_Webp AQC0714

Aqc0714 Physical Specifications AQC0714

Aqc0714 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0714 AQC0714

Aqc0715 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0715_Img_Full_2972X3963_Webp AQC0715

Aqc0715 Physical Specifications AQC0715

Aqc0715 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0715 AQC0715

Aqc0716 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0716_Img_Full_2977X3970_Webp AQC0716

Aqc0716 Physical Specifications AQC0716

Aqc0716 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0716 AQC0716

Aqc0717 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0717_Img_Full_3024X4032_Webp AQC0717

Aqc0717 Physical Specifications AQC0717

Aqc0717 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0717 AQC0717

Aqc0769 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0769_Img_Full_2321X3482_Webp AQC0769

Aqc0769 Physical Specifications AQC0769

Aqc0769 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0769 AQC0769

Aqc0770 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0770_Img_Full_2409X3614_Webp AQC0770

Aqc0770 Physical Specifications AQC0770

Aqc0770 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0770 AQC0770

Aqc0850 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0850_Img_Full_2288X3051_Webp AQC0850

Aqc0850 Physical Specifications AQC0850

Aqc0850 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0850 AQC0850

Aqc0889 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0889_Img_Full_1952X2928_Webp AQC0889

Aqc0889 Physical Specifications AQC0889

Aqc0889 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0889 AQC0889

Aqc0917 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0917_Img_Full_1985X1985_Webp AQC0917

Aqc0917 Physical Specifications AQC0917

Aqc0917 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0917 AQC0917

Aqc0930 Physical Specifications AQC0930

Aqc0930 Chromesthetic Translation Of The Bb Minor Triad In Spread Vo AQC0930

Computational Image Analysis - AQC0930 AQC0930

Digital Image Documentation - aqc0930_img_full_1934x2901_webp AQC0930

Aqc0932 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0932_Img_Full_1975X2764_Webp AQC0932

Chromesthetic Translation of Bb Minor Triad AQC0932

Computational Image Analysis - AQC0930 AQC0932

Physical Specifications AQC0932
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https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0695-digital-image-documentation-aqc0695_img_full_2766x3458_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0695-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0695-computational-image-analysis-aqc0695.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0713-digital-image-documentation-aqc0713_img_full_3024x4032_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0713-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0713-computational-image-analysis-aqc0713.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0714-digital-image-documentation-aqc0714_img_full_3024x4032_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0714-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0714-computational-image-analysis-aqc0714.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0715-digital-image-documentation-aqc0715_img_full_2972x3963_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0715-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0715-computational-image-analysis-aqc0715.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0716-digital-image-documentation-aqc0716_img_full_2977x3970_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0716-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0716-computational-image-analysis-aqc0716.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0717-digital-image-documentation-aqc0717_img_full_3024x4032_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0717-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0717-computational-image-analysis-aqc0717.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0769-digital-image-documentation-aqc0769_img_full_2321x3482_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0769-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0769-computational-image-analysis-aqc0769.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0770-digital-image-documentation-aqc0770_img_full_2409x3614_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0770-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0770-computational-image-analysis-aqc0770.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0850-digital-image-documentation-aqc0850_img_full_2288x3051_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0850-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0850-computational-image-analysis-aqc0850.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0889-digital-image-documentation-aqc0889_img_full_1952x2928_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0889-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0889-computational-image-analysis-aqc0889.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0917-digital-image-documentation-aqc0917_img_full_1985x1985_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0917-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0917-computational-image-analysis-aqc0917.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0930-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/03/AQC0930-chromesthetic-translation-of-the-bb-minor-triad-in-spread-vo.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/01/AQC0930-computational-image-analysis-aqc0930.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/01/AQC0930-digital-image-documentation-aqc0930_img_full_1934x2901_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0932-digital-image-documentation-aqc0932_img_full_1975x2764_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/01/AQC0932-chromesthetic-translation-of-bb-minor-triad.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/01/AQC0932-computational-image-analysis-aqc0932.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/01/AQC0932-physical-specifications.pdf
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