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E minor — Series — 9 works
Arnaud Quercy

E minor is a series of 9 paintings by Arnaud Quercy, created between 2024 and 2025 in acrylic on paper, acrylic on

wood panel and watercolor on paper. Formats range from 10×15 cm to 30×40 cm. 5 works are held in private col‐

lections (Sao Paul, Brazi, Paris, France, Oliveira do Mondego, Portugal, Italy, Las Vegas, USA). 3 remain available

for acquisition at Art Quam Anima, 28 rue du Dragon, Paris. Works presented at: Rencontres au Marché de la Créa‐

tion, Salon d'art contemporain – Metamorphose, Paris and Permanent Collection 2025 – Resonance in Form and 7

more.

E minor is built from three notes — E, G, B — the simplest minor triad, one sharp, the most natural home key for the

guitar and the folk lament. In Western harmony it carries a particular gravity: the key of Bach's Partita No. 2, Chop‐

in's Prelude Op. 28 No. 4, the tonality that draws the ear downward without insistence. Its interval structure —

root, minor third, fifth — is the foundation of melancholy, though its character here proves more complex than

sorrow alone.

Through chromesthetic translation, E minor yields an unexpectedly warm palette. E renders as yellow — bright in

the middle register, darkening toward black in the bass. G, the minor third, produces red-orange, the warmest tone

in the triad. B, the fifth, translates to yellow-green, cool and fresh against the other two. Together these three hues

form a narrow, almost analogous color family: no blue, no violet from the chord tones themselves. The melancholy of

E minor, in Quercy's chromesthetic system, is not cold but autumnal — warmth that remembers rather than warmth

that burns.

Nine études explore this chord across a register spanning E1 to G7. The series divides evenly between Lent and An‐

imé tempos, all at mezzo piano, the dynamic of private conversation. Bell arches predominate — phrases that rise

from a dark root to a bright crest and fold back — with two waltzes and two valleys providing structural contrast.

The opening étude is the densest, nine notes descending from G6 to E1; the later variations progressively distill the

chord, arriving at studies of five, six, and finally three notes. The Animé cluster (Variations 2, 3, 4) injects forward

motion into the middle of the series before the final études return to Lent stillness.

Variation 2 is the largest format in the series — acrylic on wood panel, 30 by 40 centimetres — and the most ex‐

treme in range, spanning six octaves from E1 to G7. Its valley shape dips to black before climbing to near-white at

the highest G, where the red-orange has entirely washed out; a blue-green accent at C-sharp 3 provides the only

cool intrusion. At the opposite pole, Variation 6 distills E minor to just three notes — E4, G5, G6 — the most com‐

pact and most luminous study in the series. "This is the chord in light, examined from a high, well-lit vantage" —

from the artist's description of Variation 6. Between these extremes, Variation 3 stands as the chromatic outlier: ten

notes carrying three different blue-family accents, the only étude in the series with more than one non-chord tone.

Across the collection, the palette returns again and again to the same warm triad — yellow root, red-orange third,

yellow-green fifth — but register transforms everything. Low E's darken toward black, mid-register G's glow with

saturated orange, and high B's and G's bleach toward pale yellow and light green. The later variations explore con‐

centration within this palette: Variation 7 stacks three G's in ascending registers, building red-orange that brightens

progressively; Variation 8 answers with three E's at the base, the root stated in depth before the upper notes open

the phrase. The visual rhythm across all nine works is one of warmth modulated by height — the same narrow hue

family shifting from shadow to highlight as the notes climb.

E minor, through nine variations, reveals itself as a minor key that holds warmth rather than chill. Repetition of the

same triad under different shapes — arches, valleys, waltzes — teaches that melancholy can live in yellow and or‐

ange, that sadness is not always blue. These works have found homes in collections from Sao Paulo to Paris, from

Portugal to Las Vegas, carrying their autumnal light to four continents. Within the Synesthetic Explorations prac‐

tice, E minor stands as proof that a chord's emotional character and its chromesthetic color are not always what

convention predicts — this is the warmest minor key in the collection, its nine études a sustained meditation on "the

color of things remembered in late afternoon light."
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WORKS

E minor - Research on Harmony
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×30.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Sao Paul, Brazi
AQC0592

E minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 1
Acrylic on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Paris, France
AQC0634

E Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 2
Acrylic on Wood Panel
30.0×40.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Available
AQC0734

E Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 3
Acrylic on Wood Panel
15.0×21.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Not for sale
AQC0785

E Minor - Research on Harmony - Variation 4
Watercolor on Paper
10.0×15.0 cm · 2025-01-01

Sold — Oliveira do Mondego, Portugal
AQC0858

E Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 5
Acrylic on Paper
10.5×15.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Sold — Italy
AQC0876

E Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 6
Acrylic on Paper
10.5×15.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Sold — Las Vegas, USA
AQC0877

E Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 7
Acrylic on Paper
15.0×21.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Available
AQC0894

E Minor - Research on Harmony - Variations 8
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×21.0 cm · 2025-11-23

Available
AQC0906
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https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/e-minor-research-on-harmony_6mg.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-1_72s.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-2_85o.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-3_8pi.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/01/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variation-4_9hw.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-5_i1o.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-6_i21.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-7_i86.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2025/11/e-minor-research-on-harmony-variations-8_ici.html
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https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0592-digital-image-documentation-aqc0592_img_full_2561x3415_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0592-computational-image-analysis-aqc0592.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2025/12/AQC0592-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0634-digital-image-documentation-aqc0634_img_full_2275x3412_webp.pdf
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