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Tritone is a series of 8 paintings by Arnaud Quercy, created between 2023 and 2026 in acrylic on paper and water‐

color on paper. Formats range from 16×24 cm to 24×32 cm. 7 works are held in private collections (USA, Ajaccio,

France, Paris, France, Melbourne, Australia, Montreal, Canada, Italy). 1 remains available for acquisition at Art

Quam Anima, 28 rue du Dragon, Paris. Works presented at: Transcendence – World Premiere of Ephemera Arts,

Rencontres au Marché de la Création and Salon d'art contemporain – Metamorphose, Paris and 8 more.

The tritone — two notes separated by exactly three whole tones, splitting the octave precisely in half — is the most

unstable interval in Western harmony. Medieval theorists called it _diabolus in musica_ and prohibited it in sacred

polyphony; Baroque composers used it to signal anguish or the demonic. It never quite resolves on its own terms. In

Leonard Bernstein’s "Maria," the tritone leap at the opening is the whole point: a yearning that cannot land. In jazz,

it is the engine of the ii-V-I, the tritone substitution that allows any dominant chord to slip sideways into resolution.

The interval wants to move — and refuses.

Through chromesthesia, the tritone does something visually striking: it produces complementary colors. C and F#

translate to red and green. D and G# become orange and blue. E and Bb yield yellow and blue-violet. Eb and A split

into  blue-violet  and yellow-orange.  In  each case,  the two pitches land at  opposite  poles  of  the color  wheel  —

chromesthetic confirmation of what the ear already feels: these two notes are as far apart as possible, pulling in op‐

posite directions. The lower note compresses toward black in the deep bass, its color emerging gradually as it rises

through the registers; the upper note often arrives pale and metallic in the high treble, bleached by altitude. The

interval is never warm and cool at the same time: it is always two opposed temperatures in one phrase.

Arnaud Quercy explores this most restless of intervals across eight études, painted between 2023 and 2026 in acryl‐

ic and watercolor on paper. The formats are compact — 21×29.5 cm and 24×32 cm — intimate studies rather than

large statements, the physical scale deliberately modest against the harmonic weight of the subject. Nearly all are

played Animé, with a forward pulse, legato, at mp or p: the animated tempo keeps the tension alive rather than let‐

ting it settle. Most contours are ascending or valley-shaped, the phrase climbing from the dark bass toward the light

of the upper register and sometimes folding back. One étude alone departs: a slow waltz, played Lent, the phrase

descending from pale violet into near-black — the tritone moving against the current of the series. Note counts

range from four to nine, and the density of each work reflects a different strategy for holding the interval open:

some state the two poles starkly, others wind through five or six octaves of one pitch before the partner appears.

Three works mark the series’ poles. AQC0964 — the most recent and the starkest — places three Eb notes against

two A notes with four octaves of empty canvas between them: blue-violet below, yellow-orange above, nothing in

between, the loudest dynamic in the collection (mf) pressing the interval open across the widest possible gap.

AQC0456, the densest étude, sends nine notes from D1 to D5 in a valley contour — five octaves of the root explored

before the tritone partner enters, _"a valley through the warm-cool divide"_ — orange descending into near-black

before the blue of G# arrives at mid-register. At the other extreme, AQC0669 distils the D/G# tritone to five notes

played softly at p: _"the two opposed colors pulsing gently back and forth without resolution,"_ orange and blue

trading places in a hushed, steady rhythm across four registers — the most intimate study in the collection.

On the canvas, the tritone series reads as a collection of divided paintings. Each work holds two distinct color hemi‐

spheres — warm against cool, dark against light — with varying degrees of separation between them. Some études

layer the two colors in alternation, the orange and blue exchanging across the registers in a rhythm the eye can fol‐

low. Others place the colors in stark horizontal zones, the gap between them a visible silence. Accents appear occa‐

sionally: yellow-orange visiting the crest of a C/F# phrase, red warming the middle of a D/G# descent, warm orange

and red-orange interrupting an E/Bb ascent. These intrusions do not resolve the tension — they heighten it, adding

a third temperature to an already divided canvas.
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The tritone is the interval that taught Western harmony its own limits. After eight studies, Quercy does not resolve

it — that is not the point. What the series demonstrates is that the interval’s refusal to settle can be inhabited, ex‐

plored, and made visible in paint. Three-quarters of these works have already traveled into collections from Paris to

Melbourne  to  Montreal,  the  devil’s  interval  carried  quietly  into  living  rooms  across  three  continents  —  still

unresolved, still pulling.

WORKS

Tritone (C, F#) - Reflexions 7
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×29.5 cm · 2023-01-01

Available
AQC0455

Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 8
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×29.5 cm · 2023-01-01

Sold — USA
AQC0456

Tritone (E, Bb) - Reflexions 9
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×29.5 cm · 2023-01-01

Sold — Ajaccio, France
AQC0457

Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 10
Watercolor on Paper
16.0×24.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Paris, France
AQC0669

Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 17
Watercolor on Paper
24.0×32.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Melbourne, Australia
AQC0683

Tritone (D, G#) - Reflexions 18
Watercolor on Paper
24.0×32.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Montreal, Canada
AQC0684

Tritone (C, F#) - Reflexions 22
Watercolor on Paper
24.0×32.0 cm · 2024-01-01

Sold — Italy
AQC0688

Tritone (Eb, A) - Research on Harmony
Acrylic on Paper
21.0×30.0 cm · 2026-03-05

Sold — Paris, France
AQC0964
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https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/tritone-c-f-reflexions-7_556.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/tritone-d-g-reflexions-8_55k.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2023/01/tritone-e-bb-reflexions-9_55y.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/tritone-d-g-reflexions-10_7ge.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/tritone-d-g-reflexions-17_7lu.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/tritone-d-g-reflexions-18_7m8.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2024/01/tritone-c-f-reflexions-22_7ns.html
https://artquamanima.com/en/artworks/2026/03/tritone-eb-a-research-on-harmony_1yn0.html
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Aqc0456 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0456_Img_Full_788X1092_Webp AQC0456
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Aqc0457 Chromesthetic Translation Of The Tritone Ebb AQC0457
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Computational Image Analysis - AQC0457 AQC0457

Digital Image Documentation - aqc0457_img_full_794x1106_webp AQC0457

Physical Specifications AQC0457

Aqc0669 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0669_Img_Full_2268X3402_Webp AQC0669

Aqc0669 Physical Specifications AQC0669

Aqc0669 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0669 AQC0669

Aqc0683 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0683_Img_Full_2612X3483_Webp AQC0683

Aqc0683 Physical Specifications AQC0683

Aqc0683 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0683 AQC0683

Aqc0684 Digital Image Documentation Aqc0684_Img_Full_2588X3451_Webp AQC0684

Aqc0684 Physical Specifications AQC0684
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Aqc0688 Physical Specifications AQC0688

Aqc0688 Computational Image Analysis Aqc0688 AQC0688

Computational Image Analysis - AQC0964 AQC0964

Digital Image Documentation - aqc0964_img_full_1943x2915_webp AQC0964

Physical Specifications AQC0964

ART-SER0047

© 2026 Arnaud Quercy

Published by: Art Quam Anima Publishing New York LLC

AQA PUBLISHING LLC

c/o Northwest Registered Agent, 418 Broadway, Ste N

Albany, New York, 12207

+1 917-764-5470

publishing.artquamanima.com

First published: 2026-04-09 · Last updated: 2026-04-09

Persistent URI: https://publishing.artquamanima.com/en/catalogs/2026/03/tritone-1zs6.pdf

Art Quam Anima Publishing artquamanima.com

4

https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0455-digital-image-documentation-aqc0455_img_full_794x1126_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0455-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0455-computational-image-analysis-aqc0455.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0456-digital-image-documentation-aqc0456_img_full_788x1092_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0456-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0456-computational-image-analysis-aqc0456.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-chromesthetic-translation-of-the-tritone-ebb.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-the-tritone-as-dominant-seventh-tension-visual-embedding-of.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-computational-image-analysis-aqc0457.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-digital-image-documentation-aqc0457_img_full_794x1106_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0457-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0669-digital-image-documentation-aqc0669_img_full_2268x3402_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0669-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0669-computational-image-analysis-aqc0669.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0683-digital-image-documentation-aqc0683_img_full_2612x3483_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0683-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0683-computational-image-analysis-aqc0683.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0684-digital-image-documentation-aqc0684_img_full_2588x3451_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0684-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0684-computational-image-analysis-aqc0684.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0688-digital-image-documentation-aqc0688_img_full_1920x2560_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0688-physical-specifications.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/02/AQC0688-computational-image-analysis-aqc0688.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/03/AQC0964-computational-image-analysis-aqc0964.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/03/AQC0964-digital-image-documentation-aqc0964_img_full_1943x2915_webp.pdf
https://multimodal.institute/en/nanopubs/2026/03/AQC0964-physical-specifications.pdf
https://publishing.artquamanima.com/en/catalogs/2026/03/tritone-1zs6.pdf
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