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Paris 9th arrondissement, nightfall — Series — 6 works
Arnaud Quercy

Paris 9th arrondissement, nightfall is a series of 6 paintings by Arnaud Quercy, created in 2026 in acrylic on paper.

Format: 18×13 cm. All 6 works in this series are held in private collections (Paris, France).

The closing series of 72 Facets of Paris — and the work's last word. After ten arrondissement-series have carried the

waltz across a full day and night in strict three-time, these six facets bring it home: night has fallen over the 9th ar‐

rondissement, and between ten and twenty to midnight the dance slows, gathers itself, and circles back toward the

prelude. This is the Paris of the great lit theatres and the romantic hill — the Opéra Garnier and the Nouvelle

Athènes, Pigalle and the Grands Boulevards — the city at full nocturnal pitch, even as the music begins, measure by

measure, to fade back into the dark from which it first rose.

The harmonies of this final stretch are rich and worldly, dominant sevenths and lush ninths gilded with tension. Two

facets turn on altered dominants (A♭7, E♭7♯11), the bright glare of late-night neon; others lean on the warm ninth

(B♭−9, D♭maj9) and on the smoky minor seventh (E♭−7, F−7), with B♭7 driving the cadence at the very end. Trans‐

lated through the artist's ideamorphic method, these chords blaze out of the night: magenta and orange, lavender

and purple, teal and votive red, all surging from wide fields of black and deep navy — the city's lights burning

against the dark, form emerging only where the colour catches fire.

The six places trace a last nocturnal circuit. The place Saint-Georges, heart of the Nouvelle Athènes laid out in

1824, opens at ten on B♭−9, its romantic façades in magenta and blue, navy and green, orange and teal, a white

square against black. Twenty minutes on, the Opéra Garnier rises on E♭7♯11 — the great lit public palace, red and

green, lavender and purple, blue and white surging from the night. At twenty to eleven the rue des Martyrs in SoPi

answers on E♭−7, the village street alive with teal and a blue square, purple and an olive half-disc, lavender against

black; then the bars of the place Pigalle at eleven on A♭7, green and red, blue and orange, purple over deep navy at

full tilt. The boulevard des Italiens follows at twenty past eleven on D♭maj9, purple and an orange arc, red and blue,

magenta on a wide field of dark navy. And at twenty to midnight the Théâtre des Variétés on the boulevard Mont‐

martre closes the cycle on F−7 and B♭7 — tan and magenta, purple and orange, blue and grey edging into black:

the last facet, the curtain falling as the day returns to night.

Seen together, the six compose the cycle's most luminous nocturne — a dark field shot through with theatre-light

and neon, the warm chords flaring where the still, grave canvases of the prelude held only a single lamp. Where the

1st was a held breath at the bottom of the night, the 9th is the dance spending its last brilliance before the bar dis‐

solves and the music turns back to its opening. The curtain falls; the prelude waits to begin again. Like the full cycle

of seventy-two, these six facets were commissioned together and now belong to a single Paris collection.
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LA GALERIE 

Ce que l'œil touche avant que l'esprit ne suive.

Des peintures qui arrivent avant la pensée — une couleur qui atterrit avant que l'œil ne décide de regarder.

L'ATELIER 

Là où l'art se fait. Là où les idées prennent forme.

Le cœur d'Art Quam Anima — un atelier ouvert, dans la galerie, où la création n'est pas un secret. Regardez, posez des

questions, restez pour un café.

GAMES

Où l'art devient jeu. Où vous en devenez partie intégrante.

Une série tournante de jeux, d'ateliers et de rassemblements. Aucune expérience nécessaire — seulement la curiosité.

G A L E R I E  ·  A T E L I E R  ·  G A M E S  —  S A I N T - G E R M A I N - D E S - P R É S ,  P A R I S

/ THE GALLERY

What the eye touches before the mind follows.

Paintings that arrive before thought — a colour that lands before the eye decides to look.

/ THE ATELIER

Where art is made. Where ideas take form.

The heart of Art Quam Anima — an open studio where creation is not a secret. Watch, ask questions, stay for a coffee.

Where art becomes play. Where you become part of it.

A rotating series of games, workshops and gatherings. No experience needed — only curiosity.

ART QUAM ANIMA

28 rue du Dragon, Saint-Germain-des-Prés, 75006 Paris  ·  contact@artquamanima.com

artquamanima.com  ·  Instagram @arnaud.quercy.art · @art.quam.anima
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